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Mines amd Mining. A Commentary on the Law of Mines and Mining Bights, both 
Common Law and Statutory, with Appendices containing the Federal Statutes 
of the Western States and Territories, relating to Mining for Precious Metals on 
the Public Domain, and Forms for Use in Applications for Patent and Adverse 
Suits. By Wilson I. Snyder, of the Utah Bar. Chicago : T. H. Flood and Com- 
pany. 1902. 2 volumes. 8vo. pp. cl, xxvl, 1464. $12 net. 

This is probably the fullest and, in some respects, the most satisfactory work yet 
published on the subject of mines and mining rights. The author is a practitioner 
with large practical experience in mining law, and his work is the result of many 
years of labor. The first volume and the early chapters in the second are largely 
devoted to the law peculiar to the great mining sections of the West — those laws 
which grew out of the customs of the early miners in California, and more recently 
codified in the form of statutes — Federal and State. The history of mining.laws from 
early periods in England and on the Continent is treated at some length, as neces- 
sary to an intelligent understanding of the present law, written and unwritten. 
The contents of this volume, are sufficiently indicated by the following titles to its 
several parts : 

Part I — Of the Component Elements of Mining Law, and its Progression To- 
wards the Present Law. Part II — Formative Period, including the History of 
the Federal Statute, likewise the Early State Statutes and District Rules. Part III — 
Of the Lands Open to Exploration, Appropriation and Purchase as Mines. Defi- 
nitions. Part IV — Of Reservations and Grants, Land Open to Location must be 
Unoccupied and Unappropriated Public Meneral Land. Part V — Location as a 
Mode of Acquiring Title. Of the Essential Qualifications to Acquire Public 
Mineral Lands in the United States and Elsewhere, and Herein of Inquest of 
Office. Part VI — Of the Character, Quality and Size of a Locatable Claim, and 
Herein of the Definitions of " Lodes," "Veins," " Bock in Place," "Placers," 
" Deposits" " Mill Sites," " Water Rights" and Similar Claims. Part VII— Of 
the Essentials of a Valid Location. Part VIII — Of the Nature, Quantity and Ex- 
tent, likewise the Quality of Estate Secured by the Location, and Herein of 
Annual Labor, Abandonment, Forfeiture and Relocation. Part IX — Of the Land 
Department. Part X — Of the Application for Patent, Adverse Claims and Suits, 
and of the Patent; its Value and Strength. Part XI — Of Subsurface and Extra- 
lateral Rights. 

The contents of the second volume will be of greater interest to lawyers in this 
section of the country, and hence are given more in detail. The several parts are 
shown in small capitals, and the chapter headings in lower case type immediately 
following: 

Part XII — Of the Nature, Quality and Extent of Different Estates in 
Mines Acquired by Purchase, and by Operation of Law : Of Fee Simple 
Estates Unsevered, Including a Review; Of Dower Interests in Mines; Of Life 
Estates in Mines, and the Rights and Duties of Life Tenants; Severance of Es- 
tates, and How Accomplished; Of the Rights, Duties, Burdens and Obligations 
Incident to Severed Estates; Of Water Rights and Drainage; Of Tailings and 
Debris Statutes, and Herein of Dumpage and Refuse Matter, and Miscellaneous. 
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Part XIII — Op Miscellaneous Titles, Conveyances and Contracts, and 
Herein of Executory Contracts : Of Mining Deeds Generally; Of Mining 
Leases and Similar Instruments in General; Of the General Working Bond or 
Contract, and of Title Resting upon Conditions to Perform Labor, in Nature to 
Condition Subsequent; Of Executory Contracts for Deeds, Leases and Similar 
Instruments; Of Mining Licenses in General. 

Part XIV — General Rights and Duties of Mining Operators Inter 
Sese : Of Tenancy in Common; Mining Partnerships; Prospecting or Grub Stake 
Contracts; Of the Mining Superintendent; Of Certain Remedies and their Pecu- 
liar Relation to Mining. (Treats of Injunctions, Working Out of Bonds, etc.) 

Part XV — Of Special Statutory Provisions for Health and Safety of 
Miners, and Regulating Rights and Duties of Employer and Employee : 
General Health and Safety Statutes; Special Statutory Provisions; Miners' Liens 
in General. 

Part XVI — Appendices : Federal Statutes ; State Statutes, Annotated ; Forms 
for Use in Land Office and Adverse Suits. 

The numbering of the sections is after a plan entirely novel in law-book mak- 
ing. After every break in the continuity of the text, whether by Parts, Chapters 
or Articles, there is a hiatus also in the numbering of the sections — the number- 
ing of the last section of one chapter and the first section of the next not being 
consecutive. The result is, that the work is accredited with many more sections 
than it actually contains. This is done so uniformly throughout the volume that 
we cannot doubt that it was by design. What the purpose was, is nowhere ex- 
plained. To illustrate: Chapter 1 closes with sec. 26 — chapter 2 should, of course 
begin with sec. 27, but it begins with sec. 30. Chapter 2 is divided into several 
articles; article A closes with sec. 37, while article B begins with sec. 40; article 
B closes with sec. 42, and article C begins with sec. 45. Chapter 2 closes with sec. 
46, but chapter 3 begins with 50. We cannot but wonder what has become, in the 
first three chapters, of the missing sections 27, 28, 29, 38, 39, 43, 44, 47, 48 and 
49. As stated, this inexplicable hiatus appears after every chapter in the two 
volumes, with scarcely an exception — the gap between two chapters being from 
three to five sections, preference being given to three. The last section of volume 
one is numbered 816, but the actual number of sections, as we have taken the pains 
to ascertain, is 651 — or 165 less than there appears to be. Volume 2 is built on 
the same novel plan. Author and publishers owe the public an explanation. 



